


DRAWN IN: Week 2- "Hovering"
Hovering. Have you ever given much consideration to what the word means? Drones hover. The experience of
someone looking over your shoulder, literally or figuratively, is often described as hovering. Helicopter parents
who cannot seem to allow their children to fly alone hover. We use the word most often to describe a state of
action rather than a state of being. Consider the formal definitions: 

To remain in one place in the air.
To linger close at hand in an uncertain manner.
To remain poised between two states. 

It is the third of these that I am pondering this week, remaining poised between two states. Where have I
been; where am I headed? Who have I been; who shall I become? There is, I think, in every creative
process the reality of hovering. From the beginning, to create has included hovering. Consider Genesis
1:2. 

"...and the Spirit of God moved/hovered/brooded over the face of the waters."
The Hebrew for "moved, hovered, brooded" is the word 'rachaph' which is only used 3 times - in Genesis
1:2, Jeremiah 23:9 and Deuteronomy 32:11. The word conveys an extremely high degree of care, even
concern, in its action. In other words, the Spirit of God wasn't just hanging out; it was greatly concerned in
its care for the Creation before it. In fact, the next verse tells us "And then God said, 'Let there be Light!'" 
This week in worship we will explore what it means to hover with God as co-creators in this world. If you
feel yourself in between what was and what is to come it may be that you are hovering, and that can be a
very good place to be. What will your light be? How will you begin to blow and sweep and create? God's
dream is so vast, so wide, so deep and it for everyone - especially you!
I hope to see you Sunday. I'm looking forward to continuing to explore what it means to be Drawn In! 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Lara 
aka "The Vicar" 



 Click to Go Directly to Martin Methodist on YELP

https://www.yelp.com/biz/martin-united-methodist-church-bedford
















TWIG
Join us in BRANCHES this Sunday or next or the next or...! We meet in
Room B4 near the choir room. James Patterson will be continuing our

discussion from "Questions of Faith" this Sunday .  Rev. Travis Franklin
will be with us on February 3rd to talk with us about Glen Lakes Camp

and the Methodist Children's Home. James will be back on February
10th to wrap up "Questions of Faith".  

 
We'll begin our "Why Do We Believe What WE Believe?" series on

February 17th with an overview of the book we'll be using:  "What's The
Least I Can Believe And Still Be A Christian? {A Guide To What Matters Most}". The title may sound a bit frivolous however

the subject matter is compelling.  
 

Remember, BRANCHES may not be for everyone but everyone should at least give us a try!  We have new chairs, lively

conversation, a coffeepot full of coffee, and somehow we manage to find SOMETHING to talk about every week.  Can you
believe we are almost 9 months old?  We would LOVE to see you SOON!

 
"I am the vine; you are the BRANCHES. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit;

apart from me you can do nothing....
This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples."  -John 15:5,8  NIV







Martin Community Pantry - 10 years in Mission!

Our  Household and Personal Care ministry developed at Martin in 2008-2009.  A
small group of  church volunteers assisted qualified HEB low income residents
with 8 items per month they could choose which would help them stretch their

limited resources.  This program essentially has remained the same except we have expanded from helping an
average of 58 families per month to 133.The products given come  from you--through goods left Sundays in a basket
in Wooton Hall entry,designated financial offerings labeled for the pantry and given  in the offering plates, and
Lord's Acre. We could certainly use  more volunteers (about 6-8 per week) to help bag and distribute items on
Saturdays and the first Thursday.

Thanks for your sharing love over the years!
Bobbie Ross and Anne Unrue 

Prayer Concerns  



Prayer Concerns  
 

Christian love and sympathy are extended to Jane Hopton and her family
following the death of Bill Hopton on January 21st. 

Members: 
Noel Arnold, Glen Dow, David Fyfe, Kyle Kunz, Jane Hopton, Susan McCumber,
Catherine Ross, James Shepherd,  Susan & Jeff Spencer and family, Joe Turner
  
Family & Friends:
Alan Blakeman, Twila Boyd, Gwen Caylor, Todd Chalk, Louise Dawson's family, Edgar Hough, Arlene Johnston, Steve &
Linda Johnson, Susan Lee & family, Melodie & Clovis, James Mitchell, Sandee Montignani, Larry & Sheryl Nickols,  Kristin
Norenberg, Brenda Pardun and the family of Peter Pardun, Susan Bykowski Ramey, Phyllis & Pat Spencer, Dr. Terry
Welke, Andrew Yoro, J.R. Yoro, Lindsy Yoro, Christy Young


