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Welcome                                                                           ​Rev. Lara Whitley Franklin 

 

 

Prelude   

 

 

Call to Worship                                                                                    ​Caleb Bennetch 

 

One: God alone is our refuge and hope, 

our shelter and protection. 

All: From our very first breath to our last, 

God’s love and compassion never fail. 

One: So come, lift your voices in praise to God. 

Bear witness to God’s acts of mercy and love. 

All: Proclaim God’s glory to all who will listen. 

Let’s worship God together. 

 

 

 

Hymn                                                           Welcome 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer               ​Rev. Lara Franklin 

 

   

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Scripture Reading                                              ​                                           Caleb Bennetch 

      1 Kings 19:7-13                              Rev. Faiana Funaki 

 

 ​The Lord’s messenger returned a second time and tapped him. “Get up!” the 

messenger said. “Eat something, because you have a difficult road ahead of you.”​ ​Elijah 

got up, ate and drank, and went refreshed by that food for forty days and nights until 

he arrived at Horeb, God’s mountain.​ ​There he went into a cave and spent the night. 

The Lord’s word came to him and said, “Why are you here, Elijah?” 

Elijah replied, “I’ve been very passionate for the Lord God of heavenly forces because 

the Israelites have abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your altars, and 

they have murdered your prophets with the sword. I’m the only one left, and now they 

want to take my life too!” 



 

The Lord said, “Go out and stand at the mountain before the Lord. The Lord is passing 

by.” A very strong wind tore through the mountains and broke apart the stones before 

the Lord. But the Lord wasn’t in the wind. After the wind, there was an earthquake. But 

the Lord wasn’t in the earthquake. After the earthquake, there was a fire. But the Lord 

wasn’t in the fire. After the fire, there was a sound. Thin. Quiet. When Elijah heard it, 

he wrapped his face in his coat. He went out and stood at the cave’s entrance. A voice 

came to him and said, “Why are you here, Elijah?” 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon   ​“A Whisper of Hope in the Darkness”​             ​Rev. Faiana Funaki 

 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer               ​Rev. Lara Franklin 

 

You may make an offering at ​www.martinmethodist.org/give​ or by mail 

Martin United Methodist Church, 2621 Bedford Road, Bedford, TX 76021 

 

You may also now give via text to 844-976-2515. 

Simply enter the amount you would like to give. The first time you give via text, 

you will be asked to complete a brief, one-time registration. 

 

 

 

 

 

Offertory                                   ​If You Love Me​                                             Joel Raney 

                                    Martin UMC Virtual Choir 

 

 

 

 

http://www.martinmethodist.org/give


 

 

Doxology 

 

 

Invitation to the Table of Freedom 

 

This time of year, people across this country and from different backgrounds have 

traditionally come together around tables: picnic tables, kitchen tables, dining tables… 

for this feast, we are called to admit the complexity that lies at the edges of our 

celebrations.  

 

…... 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 

One: For all the ways we colonize each other– 

with expectations, beliefs, judgments, and our own fear… 

All: God, in your mercy, forgive and transform. 

 

 

One: For all the ways we squander right relationship– 

grabbing to “have” more while some go without… 

All: God, in your mercy, forgive and transform. 

 



 

One: For all the ways we abuse our freedom– 

engaging hateful speech that injures and demeans… 

All: God, in your mercy, forgive and transform. 

 

 

One: For all the ways we deny equality– 

deeming some “in” and others “out…” 

All: God, in your mercy, forgive and transform. 

 

 

One: For all the ways we have refused to let go of privilege– 

whining about how hard it is to “change” our ways, our systems, our lifestyles. 

All: God, in your mercy, forgive and transform. 

 

 

Silence 

 

 

 

Words of Assurance 

 

Jesus said, “I have come to set the prisoner free.”  

No matter what binds you this day, freedom is yours through new life in Christ.  

 

….. 

 

And so, in the name of him who came to loose the chains, you are forgiven. 

 

 

All: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven, set free to try again. 

Glory to God! Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

One: The Liberating God be with you! 

All: And also with you! 

One: Lift up your hearts with joy! 

All: We lift them up to God! 

One: Let us give praise to the Author of Freedom! 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise! 

 

One: It is right, and a good and holy thing 

to give our praise to you this day, 

Liberator of all Humankind. 

 

….. 

 

And so we lift up our voices in celebration of You! 

All: Holy, holy, holy are You! 

We join all the prophets and saints! 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 

We join the parade of justice! 

Blessed are they who come in the name of the Lord! 

We add our cries and exclamations! 

Hosanna in the highest! 

 

 

One: Holy are you and blessed is your son, Jesus. 

 

…... 

 

 

And he told us to remember, repeating after me:  

Freedom has come… 

All: freedom has come,  

One: and freedom ​is​ coming… 

All: and freedom ​is​ coming! 

 



 

One: Holy Spirit, transform this meal and transform this body 

so that we might be free to love without condition, 

invite without hesitance,  

go without reservation 

and proclaim your freedom to all the world! 

Let the people say,  

All: “Amen!” 

 

Partaking of the Bread and the Cup 

 

Prayer After Receiving 

 

All: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 

in which you have given yourself to us. 

Grant that we may remain apart 

in the strength of your Spirit, 

and restrict ourselves for the benefit others, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Invitation                         ​Rev. Lara Franklin 

 

 

 

Hymn                                                                                         ​Forth, in Thy Name, O Lord 

 



 

 

Benediction           ​Rev. Faiana Funaki 

 

 

Postlude    


